
Let's talk about an example of sanitary scandal ! ETLV 1ère  STL

Sanitary crisis : AFRICAN SWINE FEVER

A - Informations  

1/ Let’s watch the video « African Swine Fever: how to stay one step ahead » 

It lasts 3 min 10 and you must watch it without subtitles.

You can watch it on the web with one of the 2 links as you like :

https://youtube/eyQ4t1wHl2M

or

https://agriculture.gouv.fr/animation-la-peste-porcine-africaine

This video was proposed online on the website of the Ministry of Agriculture in a context of global 
warning in Europe about African swine fever; it was in July 2018 and the risks were important for 
French Agriculture. 

2/ Let’s understand the spread of the disease in Europe : 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyQ4t1wHl2M






3/ Read this article from The Guardian of sept 2018 

Europe's farmers on red alert as deadly African swine fever spreads to Belgium 

Calls for a mass cull of wild boars to protect pork industry after disease is found in two animals in 
Gaume

African swine fever causes haemorrhaging and is incurable in pigs, but it is not dangerous for 
humans. Photograph: Alamy Stock Photo 

An outbreak of African swine fever terrorising pig farmers in Europe has dramatically escalated 
with the confirmation that the deadly infectious disease has spread to Belgium.

The discovery of the highly contagious disease in two wild boars found dead near the town of 
Étalle, in Gaume, has sparked calls for a mass cull of that species to protect western Europe’s 
pork industry.

The Dutch and French authorities have been put on high alert while Belgium’s farming minister, 
René Collin, has ordered a ban on hunting until mid-October, along with restrictions on the 
movement of animals across a territory of 63,000 hectares in the south of the country. Walkers 
have been asked to stay on footpaths and 67 farms are being tested for signs of an outbreak.

African swine fever was last seen in Belgium in 1985, and led to the culling of 30,000 pigs. It 
causes haemorrhaging and is incurable in pigs, although it is not dangerous for humans.

Discovery of the disease in Europe’s second-largest farm in Romania last month resulted in the 
culling of 140,000 animals.

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/sep/03/its-not-if-its-when-the-deadly-pig-disease-spreading-around-the-world
https://www.theguardian.com/world/belgium


'It’s not if, it’s when': the deadly pig disease spreading around the world 

The Belgian Syndicat Agricole Général, representing Belgian farmers, has asked for the 
immediate “coordinated and controlled shooting of wild boars on the entire territory of Belgium”.

A spokesman said: “Only then can the outbreak be isolated and limited to the zone where the virus
was diagnosed. Only then can the ticking time bomb be dismantled. No other option is possible.”

The government has urged calm. The European commission said it would deploy experts to 
coordinate with the Belgian authorities. The health commissioner, Vytenis Andriukaitis, is to meet 
regional ministers on Monday.

A commission spokesman said: “The Belgian authorities announced yesterday that two isolated 
cases of African swine fever in two wild boars found dead in the forest in the region of Étalle. A 
team of experts was requested by them and will be deployed this weekend”.

Kris Peeters, the Belgian minister of economy and consumers, said the government needed to 
assure markets for Belgian meat that the problem was under control. “We have to make clear to 
those countries that we will follow up the case thoroughly and take measures so that our exports 
are not endangered,” he said.

African swine fever was wiped out in Europe in the 1990s through concerted surveillance and 
culling, along with a major modernisation of farming methods.

It reemerged in 2014 in central and eastern Europe, with cases reported in Lithuania, Poland, 
Latvia and Estonia. Outbreaks were also confirmed in the east of the Czech Republic in June 
2017, and in Romania and Hungary earlier this year.

There have been strenuous efforts made to keep the disease away from the most intensively 
farmed areas of Europe in the north-west of the continent.

Germany has offered eastern European authorities assistance on disease control. Denmark has 
announced plans to build a fence along its border with Germany to keep the fever out should it 
expand that far.

There are fears that exports to non-EU countries from Europe, the world’s biggest exporter of 
pork, could be shut down if the disease was to get into the animal population in western Europe.

The Dutch farmers organisation, LTO Netherlands, said it was the first time that African swine 
fever had been found so close to the Netherlands.

The Dutch department for agriculture said officials were keeping a close eye on developments 
“because Belgium is a lot closer than Romania”, according to a spokesman.

In recent weeks, the Chinese authorities have ordered culls across the country and a ban on the 
movement of live pigs in reaction to outbreaks of African swine fever in 10 of its provinces.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/europe-news


B - Workshop

1/ Translate 

 these 8 words :

African swine fever

Wild boars 

Domestic pigs

Outbreak

Herd

Warning

Mass cull

Spokesman

 these 2 expressions :

To keep the disease away from most intensively farmed areas

16 cases reported in Poland

2/ Answer the following key questions :

2.1. Which animals are concerned?

2.2. What are the symptoms for animals?

2.3 Can they be cured ?

2.4 Which biological agent is responsible for this crisis? 

2.5 Are humans concerned? Why?

2.6 Where was the starting point?

2.7 Which countries were then concerned? Why?

2.8 What are the consequences of such an epidemic?

2.9 What sort of preventive measures are proposed?



3/ Answer these understanding questions :

3.1 How would you feel ?

- if you were a Dutch farmer? Why?

-  if you were a Belgian or Chinese farmer? Why?

- if you were an American farmer ? Why?

 3.2 Write 5 different rules to follow if you worked for the sanitary authorities 
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